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(54) MOLDING OF OPTICAL ELEMENT AND APPARATUS THEREFOR 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide process and 
machine for molding optical elements that can avoid 
leaving defects due to the air stagnation on the surface 
of the optical element and has no risk of oxidation of the 
molds, when they are press -molded. 
SOLUTION: When an optical element is press molded, a 
glass blank is set between a couple of molds 4, 11 in the 
molding chamber 17, the couple of molds 4, 11 and the 
glass blank are heated and the couple of the molds 4, 11 
are used to press-mold the glass blank. In this case, the 
molding chamber 17 is reduced in its pressure down to a 
prescribed level before the press-molding operation. In a 
preferred embodiment, the molding chamber 17 is 
evacuated down to 5 Pa. 
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